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18 October 1846

A[lbany, New York]

A letter of Rev. Isaac N. Wyckoff to Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte, providing several
items of news and advice for Van Raalte. VR had written he was unwell and Wyckoff
expressed the hope that he was getting better. VR had sent the pamphlet, Appeal to the
Faithful in North America, also.
Wykcoff said that a society has been formed in Albany to assist the Dutch immigrants
going west called The Protestant, Evangelical, Dutch Immigration Society. He agrees
with VR's proposal to make a settlement provided "your people have the necessary
money for the project."
Obviously the society was to serve Protestants only. "We have no intention of aiding
Roman Catholics even if they are Hollanders. Our objective is to open the way for the
oppressed members of the separatist church which is attached to the old faith of the
Reformation."
The letter was published in Stemmen uit Noord-Amerika, met Begeleidend Woord,
Amsterdam, 1847, pp. 60-62.
In Dutch; translation by Dr. Henry ten Hoor.
Original in the Koninklijke Bibliotheek te 's Hage and acquired by me during my
sabbatical in 1973.
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A/lbanyij October 18, 1846
The Reverend A. C. van Raalte.
Respected and dearly beloved brother in the Lord and Savior Jesus Christi
I received your letters and the printed copy of the appeal to the
faithful in North America from the aged Brother Hengeveld.
I was sorry to hear that you were not well when you wrote, but I thank
our God that you are improving from day to day.
I must tell you that Brother Hengeveld was very ill during his journey
and that he was so sick when he arrived in A/lbanyij that I found it nec—
essary to put him in a hospital for a few days. It seems now that he will
soon be well. I have also had the pleasure of meeting 14 Hartnan and his
family. He seems to be a very wise and devout Christian.
It pleases me to be able to tell you that the condition of the Christian
brothers of the new or Evangelistic separatist congregation arouses much
concern among the brothers in these parts. Among the congrgations at
A/lbanyij a society has been formed to gather information about those matters
whicb,you mention in your letters and to be prepared to give the best ad—
vice to those who leave Holland.
We think that your plan for a settlement of various villages and farms
is very practicable at a very low price provided your people have the nec—
essary money for the project.
Our society is called "The Protestant, Evangelical, Dutch Tnunigration
Society."
We have no intention of aiding Roman Catholics even if they are
Hollanders. Our objective is to open the way for the oppressed members
of the separatist church which is attached to the old faith of the Reformation.
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It is our judgment that the brothers must no longer leave Holland
Until they know what they will do when they come to us.
All of our wise brothers are agreed that vyou should send two or three
competent people to this area who would meet with one or more of our brothers.
These then, together, should investigate the western states, examine the
location and prices of land, and then purchase a section in the most de—
sirable area and make preparations to receive the immigrants so that they
can settle without delay and begin to work immediately.
We trust that the hand of the Lord is in this project and that our
beloved oppressed brothers will not only find here a blessed home but will
faithfully strive with us against "sinful man" to protect our western
states.
I am sending this by Capt. P. who sails between Amsterdam and New
York and who seems to be an outstanding and devout person. I will send
you a copy of the Christian Intelligencer which conatins a note about
our society and our work written by Dr. de Wit of New York.
I am your brother in Christ Jesus, our beloved master:
I. N. IL ye .
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